About Diana Tonnessen

Diana Tonnessen is a self-taught artist who took up printmaking in 2011. At the time, she was working as a newspaper and magazine feature writer at the Gainesville Sun on Southwest 13th Street. She was inspired to learn more about printmaking after writing a profile for the newspaper about Leslie Peebles, a local linocut artist who later became one of Diana’s principal mentors and teachers. 

As Diana honed her printmaking skills, the iconic Florida Motel sign across the street from the newspaper where she worked caught her eye. She wondered what it would look like as a linocut, a medium that enjoyed its heyday during the American Arts and Crafts movement in the early 20th Century. 

Diana’s nostalgic Old Florida-themed linocuts have been exhibited in numerous regional galleries, including the Soft Water Gallery in St. Petersburg, the City of Gainesville’s Thomas Center Galleries, the Sweetwater Print Cooperative, Ocala’s Appleton Museum of Art, the Melrose Bay Art Gallery, and the Gainesville Artisans’ Guild Gallery. 

She has also exhibited her works in juried art festivals around the state, including Gainesville’s Downtown Festival and Art Show, the DeLand Festival of the Arts, the Mount Dora Annual Arts Festival, and Cedar Key’s Old Florida Celebration of the Arts, among others. 

In addition to receiving numerous awards and recognitions, Diana has had works commissioned by the University of Florida Foundation and several private collectors. She also was selected as a featured artist in WUFT-TV’s 2023 Artistry in Motion series of vignettes celebrating the local arts community. She is currently a member of the Gainesville Artisans’ Guild Gallery, the Gainesville Fine Arts Association and has been a member of the Sweetwater Print Cooperative in Gainesville and the Melrose Bay Art Gallery in Melrose, Florida.
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